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SELF-SURGERY. 
Home-Talk by J. H. Noyes, W. C., Sept. 10, 1867. 

pes difficulty in regard to judging evil in 

ourselves is, that it is so near us; it is, 
as you may say, in our eyes. We cannot see 
objects in close contact with our eyes. They 
must be a little distance off, that we may get 
aclear view of them. A similar principle is 
involved in spiritual perception. Is is compar- 
atively easy for us to see other folk’s faults. 
We can criticise others, when we can not criti- 
cise ourselves ; and it is the value of our sys- 
tem of criticism, that it exercises us in sinceri- 
ty and sharp sightedness in judging character 
at some distance from us. But thorough self. 
judgment is possible and necessary, and sooner 
or later we shall have to inspect ourselves 
just as we do others. 

Besides this mechanical difficulty, as you 
may call it, of the eyesight, there is a difficulty 
in our sensibilities ; they gather round to con- 
fuse and hinder. To deal truthfully with our 
faults in the midst of our sensibilities, is almost 
impossible. But that is just what we must learn 
todo. We must learn to fight manfully ina 
worse battle than it would be to defend our- 
selves against a man who should sieze us by 
the throat, and threaten to throw us down. It 
is a battle with an enemy who has got nearer 
than our household, and nearer than our dear- 
est friend—an enemy in the very presence of 
our own life. 

We all know how hard it is to be thoroughly 
sincere with a friend; but it is infinitely 
harder to be thoroughly sincere with ourselves. 
God can enable us to do it, and that is what we 
must pray for. God stands far enough off, 
and is clear enough from the confusing sensi- 
bilities of the case, to be able to see us 
clearly and judge us truthfully, and if we 
submit ourselves to him, he can put his per- 
ceptions, and his power and will into us, and so 
enable us to fight the closest of all battles— 
selfjudgment. ‘ The word of God is quick and 
powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword, 
Piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit.” All things are open to his eyes. 


That is our hope. It “ought to give us hope, 
that there is one that can look our enemy right 
in the face, notwithstanding we cannot see 
If we could see our enemy we should the “Brook Farm brethren, assumed the task of 
hot dare strike, for fear of hurting ourselves. ' reconstructing society. 


him. 





Here comes God to bide a us. “He can see our 
enemy, and just where to strike him, and he is 
not afraid to do it. Let us put ourselves into 
his hands. 

This enemy I am talking of, is what Paul 
calls the “old man.” “ Put ye off the old 
man,” he says. What is the “old man?” 
It is yourself—it is your old life. And how 
are you going to put it off? That is a harder 
problem than that of the butterfly breaking out 
of a chyrsalis, or the snake shaking its skin off. 
It is a sharp dissection, and we shall want sharp 
knives to doit with. Let us invite the surgery 


of God. 


A MATCHED RACE, 


HIRTY-FOUR years ago a movement 
commenced in New Haven, with the 
bold, unheard-of avowal of a young man that, 
through faith in Christ, he was saved from sin. 
This movement, appropriately called at the 
time Perfectionism, was, in its spread, some- 
thing more than a sectarian affair. It was 
more than an affair of religion, in the common 
meaning of that word. Starting from the cen- 
tral point of reconciliation with God, it embraced 
the idea of a complete renovation of the whole 
man. Its tidings of profit were to the body as 
well as the soul. Through spiritual life it saw 
the way to social and material regeneration. 
In a word, it was an uprising against the devil’s 
kingdom altogether, aud an act of annexation 
to the kingdom of Heaven. 
andi was the confession of Christ. 
that of the Primitive Church, 
change the heart, and science as the second of 
faith, were the agents depended on, for the 
proposed revolution. Its message to every per- 
son was, Recognize Christ in you; seek first 
his kingdom, and all other good things for soul, 
body and social estate, shall be added. 


Its modus oper- 
Faith, like 
operating to 


Such was the Perfectionist movement of 
1834, with its integral programme. 


Now it will be remembered that soon after- 


wards there started up by its side three rival’ 


enterprises, each proposing to effect by differ- 
ent means and in a fragmentary way, some 
part of the grand object announced by Perfec- 
tionism. They divided the ground between 
them. 

1. Oberlin, under the lead of Finney and 
the legal sanctificationists, undertook the saving 
of the soul. 

2. Graham, with his bran-bread physiology, 


' cnaranteed the condition of the body, and 


. Fourierism, as taught by Brisbane and, 
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‘among the circumstances that 


NO 28, 

The means of reform relied on by these 
three competing candidates above 
intimated, different from those of Perfection- 


were, as 


ism, and, requiring less humility, were more 
immediately popular. 

The Oberlin doctrinaires, though nominally 
Christian, depended for 
zealous system of legal good works ; 


sanctification on a 
Graham 
the 
body to hang on the rigorous observance of 
certain external natural laws ; and the 


and his followers made the welfare of 
Fouri- 
erists taught that science, working by mechani- 
cal adjustment, was alone necessary for the 
redemption of society. All of them turned for 
their remedies to something 
living Christ. 


other than the 


A generation has nearly passed since these 
four movements began their race together, and 
it is a proper time now to follow them severally 
to their results. These are somewhat surpris- 
but 
in most cases the achievement has been quite 
different from the aim. 
sanctification, and has achieved—a flourishing 
college ! 
lennium, and has succeeded in founding several 


semi-hydropathic boarding-houses ! The Four- 


ing. Each has accomplished something ; 


Oberlin aimed at high 


Grahamism aimed at a health mil- 


ierists started for a social and industrial para- 
dise, and landed in literature and the newspa- 
per world ! 

Perfectionism, alone of the 
have kept true to its original programme. Its 
the mark. Its 
banner is the same to-day that was raised thirty- 


four, seems to 
arrow has not swerved from 
four years ago. Salvation from Sin by fellow 
ship with Christ is still its watchword. 

But in following primarily this object, it has 
gained others also. It has succeeded in those 
very things which its rivals sought too directly 
Association, health, attractive 
good children, edu- 


and missed. 
industry, a happy home, 
cation and material prosperity have all fallen 
in its way, and peradventure the path which 
has proved so fortunate in the past, is now con 
ducting it, though indirectly, into the same 
field where its cotemporaries have met success, 
and will place it abreast of them by adding 
to it a Community Daily 


Press. G. 


University and a 


TALK ABOUT THE SECOND COMING. 
NO.1V. 
Circular.—It deserves to be mentioned 


yo to account 


'for the world’s ignorance of the coming of the 


Lord, that he came in the For evi- 
idence of this fact, we do not rely on the par- 


able of the ten virgins, which represents that 


night. 
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the bridegroom came at “ midnight,” nor on 
the oft-repeated warning that Christ would 
come “as a thief in the night;” for these 
passages, though they alone would render 
the fact probable, are yet liable to the loose 
construction of allegory and metaphor. But 
we have Christ’s plain word for it, in Luke 
17; 34. Speaking of the suddenness with 
which he would come, he there says—‘ I tell 
you IN THAT NIGHT there shall be two men 
in one bed; the one shall be taken and the 
other shall be left. Two women shall be 
grinding together; the one shall be taken 
and the other left.” This last averment in 
relation to the women at labor, may seem at 
first view to conflict with the idea of a noctur- 
nal advent, which is plainly announced in 
what goes before; but we happen to have an 
explanation of this apparent inconsistency, 
which curiously confirms the theory that Christ 
came in the night. In a book published some 
years since—entitled “ Meshullam, or tidings 
from Jerusalem’—the authoress, a journal- 
keeping pilgrim, writes thus: 


Jerusalem, Sept. 4.—The darkness and silence of 
the streets increases the awe that broods over these 
somber walls at night, in this city without wheels. 
This stillness continues ti] midnight, when I am often 
awaked by a sullen jar that sounds like distant 
thunder, and grieve to think of the weakness, suffer- 
ing, and toil which occasions it. Jt is the sound 
of countless rude mill-stones, which are mostly turned 
by women, who nightly commence to grind about this time, 
and continue till morning ; the labor is so heavy, that 
it is too great for their weak frames to endure in the 
heat of the day. Ihave made one effort, and could 
scarcely move one of their smallest stones. The 
process is so slow, that it generally takes a woman 
an hour for each member of her family! 


The italics are ours, and it was doubtless 
far from the thoughts of the writer to help 
any such doctrine as that of Christ’s Coming 
in the night eighteen hundred years ago; as 
she was, and probably is now, a Millerite. 
But we see in the little fact which she states, 
that the present customs of Judea point to the 
hour of midnight as the appointed time of 
Christ’s Coming. It hardly need be suggest- 
ed that the addition of darkness increased the 
obscurity of the event. Christ came at the 
time when most persons were in the deepest 
sleep. The flash of his momentary presence, 
and the disappearance of the few he caught 
away, probably made but a confused and un- 
reportable impression on the stupid and sleep- 
ing at that time. 


Inquirer.—I am uneasy yet about those 


_ passages which represent the Second Coming 


as a great public event to be seen by all na- 
tions, and ushering in the resurrection of the 
dead and eternal judgment. If it was such 
a secret affair as you make out, it seems al- 
together insignificant. 

Circular.—Wait patiently, and _ believe 
manfully as far as you see. We are break- 
ing a way through an extensive thicket of 
tangled traditions, and must not expect to 
clear it up all at once, but only to make a sure 
path step by step as far as we go. We shall 
come to those passages that you speak of in 
due time. But there is another class of 
passages that have a right to be satisfied first— 
nay, two classes: 1, those which set the time 


of the Second Coming; and 2, those which 
represent it as a secret event anda snare. If 
Christ said he would come within the life-time 
of one generation—which is as certain as any- 
thing in the whole Bible—we have no right to 
look forward and see whether the superficial 
event answers our expectation, before we con- 
clude to accept his words as they stand. So, 
also, if he gave notice that his Second Coming 
would be like his transfiguration, his resurrec- 
tion, and ascension, an eventin the spiritual 
world, visible and glorious to his friends, but 
veiled in clouds and darkness to the world, 
we have no right to suspend our faith in his 
predictions, till we can reconcile all that he 
has said about the public effects of his Coming, 
with this plain theory of its secret nature. 
You are uneasy about the text, “ Every eye 
shall see him.” But here is another text— 
“The world seeth me NO MORE.” Why not 
bestow some solicitude on that? The truth is, 
this sort of texts outnumber those that disturb 
your mind, ten toone. Look at some of them. 
Speaking of the time of his Coming, Christ 
says—*¢ As a snare shall it come on all them 
that dwell on the face of the whole earth.” 
( Luke 21: 35.) What sort of a snare was it 
to be? Read the parable of the the ten vir- 
gins, and you will see that it was to be a snare 
like that into which men fall when they are 
“behind time,”’ and miss a train of cars that 
they thought themselves bound to go in. 
Again, it is a warning many times repeated in 
the New Testament, that the Lord would come 
“as a thief in the night.” A thief’s coming 
is as private as possible. He takes what he 
seeks, and gets away as soon ashe can. So 
Christ took those that were waiting for him, 
without disturbing the sleepers around them 
more than was absolutely necessary. If 
Christ intended to play this game with the 
world (and he certainly did so intend, and 
gave fair notice of it), don’t you suppose that 
he had skill enough to carry it through? The 
silence of history is the best possible evidence 
of his success: and as the result of the game, 
Popery and all its off-shoots will ere long find 
themselves in an inexorable snare. Look at 
one more plain statement of the spiritual 
nature of the Second Coming. ‘ When he 
was demanded of the Pharisees, when the 
kingdom of God should come, he answered 
them and said, The kingdom of God cometh 
not with observation [i. e., outward show.] 
Neither shall they say, Lohere! or Lo there! 
for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 
And he said unto his disciples, The days will 
come, when ye shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see 
it. And they shall say to you, See here! or 
See there! go not after them, nor follow them. 
For as the lightning that lighteneth out of the 
one part under heaven, shineth unto the other 
part under heaven ; so shall also the Son of 
man be in his day.” (Luke 17: 20—24.) 
What can you want plainer than this to satisfy 
you that all generations of Millerites, ancient 





and modern, have cheated themselves with 





their eyes open, in looking for an ‘ outward 
show” at the Coming of Christ? At the 
appointed time he presented himself bodily to 
the inner senses of those who were awake to 
the inner world—like a flash of lightning he 
came upon all of them at once, wherever they 
might be, which could not be done in the world 
of space. This is what he promised to do, and 
what he did, to the blinding and discomfiture of 
all out-lookers for a Coming of which it could 
be said, See here! or See there! 

Inquirer.—Am I to understand that this is 
all you make of the Second Coming ? 

Circular.—By nomeans. You must bear 
in mind that all I have said thus far, relates 
simply to the personal, instantaneous appear- 
ance of Christ to the small part of the church 
which remained in the visible world at the 
period of the destruction of Jerusalem. By 
examining the sample-scene of the transfigura- 
tion, you will perceive that the dead as well 
as the living had a pari to play in the drama 
of the Second Coming. Moses and Elijah 
were there, as well as Peter and James 
and John; and Moses and Elijah were the 
representatives of avast body in Hades, to 
whom the Second Coming of Christ was a 
matter of as much interest as it was to be- 
lievers in this world. I have not gone into 
this main scene of the action, nor have I 
brought to view the surroundings and conse- 
quences of the Second Coming in this world. 
My object has been to hold your mind to the 
proof of a single definite fact. That fact, 
once well settled, will be the central observatory 
for our subsequent surveys. If youhave gone 
with me thus far in good faith, I can safely 
undertake to convince you hereafter that the 
Second Coming was a vastly greater event 
than your material imaginations have ever pic- 
tured. 


PRINCIPIA.—NO. 20. 
PERFECTIONISM THE ANTECEDENT OF COMMUNISM. 
AbLTICLES FROM OUR EARLY PUBLICATIONS, 

SHOWING THE SPIRIT AND PRINCIPLES IN WHICH 
THE 0. C. ORIGINATED, 





E have now reached the forming stage 

of the Oneida Community. The fer- 
ment of improvement which followed the gather- 
ing under one roof of the believers, before 
scattered about the village, produced a rapid 
realization of hitherto untried ideas. At length 
the enthusiasm culminated June 1, 1847, in the 
stirring discourse by J. H. N., given below. 
Thenceforward the career of the Community, 
though interrupted by persecutions which trans- 
ferred it to Central New York, was one of 
steady realization. The principles which have 
been outlined in this series of articles formed 
the Constitution of the Community. 

[From the Spiritual Magazine, July 15, 1847.] 


HAS THE KINGDOM OF GOD COME? 
HMome-Talk by J. H. N. 

The testimony of John the Baptist, of Christ, 
and of the apostles down to the time of the 
Second Coming, was, “ The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” This has been precisely our testi- 
mony and expectation since the re-appearance 
in our days of the primitive gospel. We have 
believed by the persuasion of God, and have 
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borne witness that the introduction of his ever- 
lasting kingdom on earth is near. Our 
meaning in this testimony, and our general 
theory of the coming dispensation, are simple, 
and well understood. We believe that the 
kingdom now coming is the same that was 
established at the Second Coming of Christ. 
Then God commenced a kingdom in human 
nature, independent of the law of the world. The 
church was then emancipated from the institu- 
tions of men, and commenced a course of existence 
under the sole management of God. That king- 
dom, having been withdrawn to heaven, has 
been strengthening and enlarging itself ever 
since. We look for its establishment here—for 
its complete extension into this world; and this 
extension of an existing government, is what 
we think and speak of as the kingdom of heaven 
which is now at hand. We at the same time 
have expected that its manifestation on earth, 
after a successful operation of 1800 years in the 
invisible world, would be by a different process 
in some respects from that by which it was 
originally formed. 

We have no authority, either from scripture, 
experience, or the teaching of our own hearts, 
to suppose that there is to be a future personal 
coming of Christ. On the contrary, all evi- 
dence goes to show that the kingdom of heaven 
will be established here by a process like that 
which brings the spring on the earth. The 
Primitive Church, like the sun, will come near 
to us. The destruction of evil, and all the 
transactions of the last judgment, will be effected 
by a spiritual infusion from them of the light 
and energy of God. The resurrection also will 
come by a similar communication of life. We 
discard entirely those gross, mechanical impres- 
sions concerning these transactions which are 
common in the world. We are persuaded that 
all the powers of the world to come are to be 
let in, not in a formal, theatrical way; but 
silently, like a thief in the night, they are to be 
established in the world. 

This theory gives rise to a problem different 
from, and more difficult than any which were 
before the Primitive Church, in relation to the 
coming of the kingdom of God. How shall we 
determine the time of its advent? What shall 
be the manner of our transition from the testi- 
mony, “ The kingdom of God is at hand,” to the 
testimony, “The kingdom of God has come ?” 

The difference between our situation and that 
of the Primitive Church previous to the Second 
Coming, is like this: Suppose it is universally 
understood that on the 20th day of March, at 
noon, spring begins. The natural declaration 
before that time, would be, “ Spring is at hand ;” 
but immediately on the arrival of the appointed 
hour, it would be said with one consent, “Spring 
has come.” This illustrates the circurnstances of 
the Primitive Church. The personal coming of 
the Lord Jesus was to be the definite signal, 
Was to mark the precise period for them, of the 
institution of the kingdom of heaven. “ Vow 
is come salvation and strength and the kingdom 
of our God and the power of his Christ,” 
Was the new testimony that was raised in 
heaven at that time. 
the spring comes as it usually does, it is not 
subject to any such arbitrary, definite rules, by 


Which we can fix the exact date of its ascend-| 


aney, 
by a certain day of the month and hour of the 
day, but by progress of the sun’s power on the 
earth, To determine the presence of spring 
in this case, is a more difficult problem than 
Was offered in the other; but still within a 
moderate latitude of time, and with a certain 
accumulation of data, it is easily 


“ A ‘ p , : Sri efialls ‘ . . | corr _— wit . P : corre 
Through the month of March the progress of | will never come, so long as we fearfully wait for) nag t at A 


On the other hand, if} 





} 


Its advent is not limited and determined | 
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Season, it is impossible to refer the advent of} shall find in such faith and confession the very 


spring to any precise point of time. Yet we 


are certain that sometime Within the limits of | 


| substance of the things hoped for. 
The thing now to be done, is for each one to 


April, that event will have taken place—spring | look around, and see what is the evidence on 


will have come. 


Now if our theory of the manner in which| right kind; whether we are 


| the point before us, and whether it is of the 
prepared to let the 


the kingdom of heaven is to be established is| truth of our confession have full sweep in the 


true, then we are certainly somewhere in the 
transition towards it; and the question will 


world around us, whatever the collisions arising 
from it may be. Have we evidence in our 


sometimes urge itself upon us, Has spring come?|/own hearts, and an inspiration from God such 


We shall sometime have to change our testimony 
from the future to the present form, and to say 
decisively, The kingdom of God has come. 
Sooner or later, we shall have to stand forth 
and face the principalities and powers of the 
world with this declaration. 

I will put the question, Is not now the time 
for us to commence the testimony that rie 
KINGDOM OF Gop Has come? To proclaim 
boldly that God, in his character of deliverer, 
lawgiver and judge, has come in this town and 
in this association? We must not do this on 
slight or insufficient grounds; neither should 
we be withheld from it by mere apparent difli- 
culties. If ever God is to be honored by such 
a public confession, it will be in the face of just 
such surrounding i:npossibilities and unbelief’ as 
exist now. 

Consider what is the process which takes 
place, according to our philosophy, in connection 
with the primary confession of Christ by indi- 
viduals, God first begins to operate on the 
person while in a state of sin. The spirit works 
its way into his character, and predisposes 
his heart to faith in spite of himself. Christ 
shines in the darkness for a time, and the dark- 
ness comprehends him not. But the final issue 
is approaching, and suddenly the darkness is 
brought to the question, Is Christ in me? Now 
at this point, is the person to wait for feeling, 
for perfection of character, for abundant good 
works, as evidence to compel his confession ? 
No: confession must be the beginning of all 
this. Confession is the opening key, the first, 
great step toward securing these splendid re- 
sults. No more should we expect the full power 
of the judgment and of the resurrection, until 
we have made a decisive response in the bold- 
ness of faith, to that divine influence which is 
with us, and which only waits confession to 
expand into the full majesty of its nature. In 
all transactions with Christ by which benefit 
and salvation are communicated, there is the 
same series of operations. First, his voice 
comes waking the dead; then they respond to 
it, and then follows a second resurrection. The 
first responsive action of the subject, in every 
case, is like taking a step in the dark—so far as 
outward sight and feeling are concerned ; but it 
is essential to the completeness of the resurrec- 
tion, Christ can do no more for an individual 
or a corporation, after his voice has awakened 
them, until it is recognized by them, and con- 
fession made according to the fact. 

The process of advancement in this dispensa- 
tion, as we have said, is like the progress of the 
sun in spring. The work of spiritual develop- 
ment has been going on, steadily and silently, 
until we are finally brought to the question, Is 
not the kingdom of God in us; including all 
the elements of the judgment and the resurrec 


}as is necessary to gird us for the conflict, and 
| through which we can trust him to sustain us in 
jour new position ? 

I think there is abundant evidence in the past, 
especially in the last year, that the judgment has 
begun, He that searcheth the hearts and trieth 
the reins of the children of men, has been 
among us, cutting between the righteous and 
the wicked, between good and evil in our own 
characters. In the most important sense, we 
have been conscious of living in the day of 
judgment. So of the resurrection. We have 
seen enough to prove that there is a power 
among us that can conquer death. We hear 
from time to time a voice sounding which ealls 
men from their graves. Some of us have lived for 
along time in the jaws of death, and also in 
the jaws of the resurrection —dying daily, and 
rising daily. If this energy of life is but trying 
in an incipient way to manifest itself, all that 
is wanted is confession to give it room, and it 
will be developed by its own impulse in still 
vreater power, 

With a mighty hand, and marvelous wisdom, 
God has gathered us together here. It 
not been effected without a constant and 
plete crucifixion of the fashions of the world. 
We have been able to cut our way through the 
Which the mass of 
men exist, and have attained a position in which, 
before heaven and earth, we trample under foot 
the domestic and pecuniary fashions of the 
world. Separate household interests, property 
exclusiveness, have come to an end with us 
Our on principles 
opposed at every point to the insitutions of the 
world, 

If we say that our personal private attain 
ments in spirituality are inferior to those which 
were possessed by the apostolic church, we may 
on the other hand say, that in respect to polit 
ical and corporate advancement, we are before 
them. There was no established association in 
that bods previous to the Second Coming, in 
which property divisions were thrown down 
no permanent nucleus of external unity adapted 
to the condition of the one family of God, 
Our association, then, is the seed of 


h is 
com 


isolation and selfishness in 


association is established 


mustard 
something that was not developed in the Prim 
itive Church until the Second Advent, when they 
raised the banner of the kingdom of God in the 
spiritual world. The fact that this external 
form of unity is developed with us at an earlier 
period of experience than with them, corres 
ponds with the advancing purpose of God. 
They were not destined to remain an 
ized body in the world, A future branch of 
their church was to be the medium of establish 
ing the fashions and institutions of heaven on 


orgar 


earth, and of extending God's everlasting domin 
ion over men. 





: . [The diseu that followed th 
I tion ? Have not these closing acts of the great!, hs to , t ' at ! 
drama commenced? I believe we are now ' fect of the proposed act 
lealled upon to take our stand on this great] ined and trated. 17 . 
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truth as a corporation : and our confession of it to | ati 


the sun up the heavens is distinctly visible,|them as a basis of confession. If we have 
4 = | a “( ; ‘ seitual ' eon 
though there is yet a prevalence of wintry |an internal perception, a spiritual persuasion, a 


Weather. Still later, when we begin to have} faith which is the gift of God, it is our tr 
sunny spring days, there are also occasional course to give it expression—to 


ones in which the ground is covered with snow. 
Thus with the common alternations of sun and 
clouds, which characterize the early part of the 


fact which is set before us, and face the pri 
palities of the world with it; and in the pre 
ent case, as in every instance of salvation, we 


P - 1d Doris a to t! r 


ourselves und the world, will be the beginning rs : 
pe . OOW rcomy) ™ 
of a new development of its power in us. 1) oo cment of ¢ - 
am as well prepared as I ever shall be, to make} the whole American ¢ . 7 ‘ 
this great corporate confession of Christ. The} provinces in M P 
done. | full results which pertain to the kingdom of God | te *tady our laws an 
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